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~ Highly popular since its
gevc opment in 1958, Silver
tar is moving toward a
different future.
< A mounlain with day
cilities only at present,
flext season, will have a
number of amenities to
please both local skiers,
d those from further
estinations.
. Fundlnﬁ is now in place,
Ehrough a federal-
provincial Tourism In-
dustry Development Sub-
Bidiary Agreement (TID-
BA) grant, to develop
sewage and other services
for on-site accommoda-
tion. While several
Dkanagan' :and Southern
terior rnountains have
oved in this direction,
%iver Star’s plan will be
ue

I?E%ELOP STRATEGY
*. Rather than the rows of
faceless condominiums,
Wwhich dot several B.C.
mountain resort land-
scapes, Silver Star will be
oving towards a “Euro-
" style facility, with
mall inn and lodge
cilities. Development
roject Manager Doug
immons. said the whole
<oncept has been designed

1o provide a high degree of .

rvice.
*f According to a Silver
booklet on . future
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ecipitating.a’
areas Of_i}\

Simmons said the
development will be fairly
unique in terms of Cana-
dian ski operations.

He said the whole village
will be accessible on skis,
and will resemble an 1890s
western mining village,
possibly like Barkerville.

This, he feels, will also
have summer potential,

“We are trying to make
this mountain an attrac-
tion, which will draw peo-
ple. There will be a lot of
atmosphere and ambience.

“With personalized little
inns, we will be able to of-
fer a kind of service that
you just can't with huge
concrete towers. :

There are already three
groups moving ahead with
developing facilities. One
is a 50-to-60 room
‘“flagship’’ in the
‘downtown . core .of the
village, while the other
groups are moving ahead
on one 12 and one 20 bed
facility.

“Those will be rcal ma
and pa operations,” Sim-
mons said.

While the mountain has
approval from the
ministry of lands, parks
and housing for a total of
3,000 beds on the sile,
Silver Star
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e primary objectives of *
anagiement ‘are. not
irected toward land
velopment .and  related .
rofits,'but. toward viable
peradion “of #a- qualityi:
estination resort ‘and lift .
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Silver Star of future:
“a destination resort

cautiously. By the end of
this year, they are hoping
for 200 to 300 beds, and lo
maintain the pace annual-

ly.
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““We are hoping for about
1,000 beds at the end of five
years," Simmons said.
‘We are flexible in our
thinking, but find our
prime interest in the
owner-operated inn mak-
ing up most of this
number.”

The mountain is shooting

for 'a May construction.

time for the water and
sewer syslem necessary
for development. The ac-
tual construction program
should begin in June.
Prom of these addi-
tions to the mountain will
be(g"m in a blitz during May
and June. These promo-

,tions. will outline - certain

ski packages, as well as
the new 3

In past, the Silver Star
ran ski packages through
local hotels, and the

_development of on-site ac-

commodation will not af-
fect this in the near future.
FILLING BEDS

“We would like to see
ev%lar bed in the Okanagan
filled this year,” Simmons
said. “There has been a

rcal upswing in this direc-
tion, with four formal bus
tour bookings last year
ballooning lo 85 this year."

The current marketing
program is making in-
roads in central British
Columbia, Vancouver,
Seattle, Spokane, Calgary,
Edmonton, the prairies
and Eastern Canada.

In attendance projec
tions for the mountain
there will be 170,00
visitors this scason, an.
that will increase by 10,000 -
the following year. A total
of 190,000 skiers has been
grojccted by 1984-85, risinﬁ
'by 20,000 skiers a year unt
1987-88, when 250,000
visitors are forecast.

Between 1983 and 1988 it
is expected that ac-
commodation for 1,500 peo-
ple will be built on the
mountain, and 70 per cent
occupancy over a 150 day
scason .would creale
157,500 new visitors.

“We are trying to pro-
mote more mid-week use
of the mountain, and this
as?‘ect will certainly be
enhanced by the construc-
tion of the village,” Sim-
mons said.
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