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Sllver-Sta'r of future: 
a destination resort 

~ ByPAULG-U.INSKI 
{ Daily News Writer 
i< Hil!hly popular since its 
development In 1958. Silver 
Star Is moving toward a 
· !lirrerent lutllre. 
.'< A mounlain with day 
facilities only at present. 
l1ext season, will have a 
Dumber 01 amenities to 
please both locaJ skiers, 
find' thos" from lorther 
nestinalions. 
.~ Funding is now in place, 
~)lrouI16 a lederal­
l)rovlnc.al Tourism In­
dustry Development Sub­
a!diary Agreement (TID­
{lA) grant. to develop 
'~wage anti other services 
tor on-site accommoda­
Uon. While several 
Okanagan" ,and Southern 
Jlitcrior rnouDtains have 

~
OVed In this direction. 
Iver Star's plan will be 

, Igue. 
J:lEVELOI' STRATEGY 
:; Rather than the rows o( 
rflceJess condominiums, 
lvhlch dot several, B.C. 
Jlloontaln resort land­
ocapes. Silver Star will be 
!i>OViDg towards a "EurD­
dean" style lacility. with 
)mall illn and lodge 
!.acilltles. Development 
~roject :Manager Doug 
..,immons.· said the whole 
~ncept hilS been designed 
10 provide a high degree 01 
)erviee. 
:; Accordl"g to a Sliver 

Simmons said the 
development wiU be lalrly 
unique In terms 01 cana­
dian ski operations. 

He said the whole vllla~e 
will be accessible on SkiS, 
and will resemble an 18905 
western mining village, 
pOssibly like Bar1c.erville. 

This. he leels. will also 
have summer potentiaL 

"We are trying to make 
this mountain aD aUrac­
tion. which will draw pe0-
ple. There will be a lot 01 
atmosphere and ambience. 

"With personalized IiIUe 
inns. we wUl be able 10 oI­
ler a kind 01 service that 
you just can't with huge 
concrete lowers. 

There are already tbice 
groups moving ahead with 
developing lacUlUes. One 
is a 50-to-60 room 
."!Iagship" In the 
downtown . core . of the 
village. while the other 
groups are moving ahead 
on one 12 and one 20 bed 
lacility. 

"Those will be real rna 
and pa .operations." Slm­
rnonssald. 

While the mountain has 
a~proval .Irom the 
ministry 01 lands. parks 
and housing for a total 01 
3.000 beds on the Site. 
Silver Star is moving 

cautiously. By the end 01 
this year. they are hoping .. 
lor 200 to 300 beds. and to 
maintain the pace annual­
ly. 
START IN MAY 

"We arc hoping for about 
1.000 beds at the end 01 rive 
r,ears," Simmons said. 
'We are nexible In our 

thinking. but lind our 
prime Interest in the 
owneroOperated Inn mak­
Ing up most 01 this 
number. It 

The mountain is shooting 
for • a May construction. 
Ume lor the water and 
sewer system necessary 
lor development. The ac­
tual construction program 
should be~n in June. 

Promotion 01 these addi­
Uons to the mountain will 
begin In a blitz dorlng May 
ana Junc. These promo­

, lions . wUJ outline ·'certain ' 
ski packages. as weU as 
the new beds. 

In past. the Silver Star 
ran s](1 packages through 
loca l hote ls. and the 

_ development 01 on-site ac­
commodation will not af· 
lect this In the near luture. 
FILLING BEDS 

"We would like to see 
every bed in the Okanagan 
filled this year." SimmonS 
said. "There has been a 

· .. tar boo:k1et on .Iuture 
I A;1tans; . th e·~. modern . day , ',; .> 

: ..... , j~!!'"ipf<tl:l!e:~~ ~anged. • 
. ~.,,' r,e ' ~\,I) ll' ll:a'll n g . . a ...• ' .. ~!' nalssanlce in.skI.areas of ~'!\ 

l .. ~'_;, ~ ~J)~S'~)Dcreascd! Ld~~i:: 
.. '-", ~';" aDd~(f~":}!l~'stlDatlonJ'~ 
',' ::.,:,iI'eSOrts.~ ~Iill)').eq~lppe<j · to ~: 
'. ·' .. ·j,=fhallengf,IUle<skler. on ,th~: l! 

."",('~";f.iI.OOpepeS'dU, ring the' day. SUP- ,-! " :~.!. ; , Iy_en!er.talrime~t and dln-; . 
,J ..... ~ . g ame'l1t1es;in the even· . . 
: .. ;" '.:~ g ' and I Jcomforta~le ' ac· . 
'.. . 'i""mmodaUQn overml!ht. In 
., .: ,~:: ~e IOCaUQOt· .has·Ied'S~ver. . 

h''<;''i-'~ tar,Spo* ·td. 00 Its pro; : " ~~~.-:'~: am . o!l. 'resort, . d~YeloP'::.t .. 
: ~ '~:;it ent>.,,.;.' ~ ' ,' ~ . 'l '~"''';f 
F . ',, 'i With '~ bew owoe.rs ';and::;, 
• • :·, ·'tanagers -In the ' fall~ 01",,1 

" "'. ~11' • 
" .': J.:' a~:o.ng term. strategy . 
, .. :i:,,1 . 1I!0untilln. ;. oper.l!tlons .: . 
.. . . . ~s. ,Uveloped.",_The ., 

-' . , ' kietl'States that':U 15Im- :; 
: rtan~ 10 understand that ,,, 
-: e pr~m.rY · objectives 01 ~ 
~ ana(!cmenl } arc not 
-·~Ir.ect .. d ,· toward ·· land . 
. ; .!tevelol'!1IeDt .and related . 
" iroms : but. toward viable ' 

. [ ', perailion ·.of ~'a ,' qualitYI( 
"f' esUnarUon·.resor.t 'and lilt . 
~'J . .' • • ( .;. " 
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real upswing In this dircc­
tion, with four lormal bus 
tour' bookings last year 
ballooning to 85 this year." 

The current marketing 
program is making in· 
roads in central British 
Columbia, Vancouver, 
Seattle, Spokane. Calgary, 
Edmonton, the prairies 
and Eastern Canada . 

In attcndance projec· 
tions for the mountain 
there will be 170.00 
visilors this season, an. 
that will increase by 10.000 
the lollowing year. A total 
01 190,000 skiers' has been 
prOjected by 1934-85. rising 
!by 20,000 sklcrs a year unlH 
1987-88. when 250,000 
visitors are forecast. , 

Between 1983 and 1988 it 
is expected that ac­
commodation for 1.500 pe0-
ple will be built on the 
mountain, and 70 per cent 
occupancy over a 150 day 
season .wou ld create 
157,500 new visitors. 

"We are trying to pro­
mole more mid-week usc 
of Ihe mountain. and this 
aspect will certainly be 
enhanced by the construc­
tion of the village." Sim­
mons said. 
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